
 

 

 

SDAEYC & SDHSA 

Annual Conference 



 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please join us for the SDAEYC/SDHSA Annual Conference.  We have been preparing an informative and fun 

networking experience for you featuring acclaimed speakers, opportunities to share best practices, and hear 

about new developments in the early childhood field.  So complete the registration form today and mail it in by 

February 26, 2010, to receive the Early Bird registration rate. 
 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS  

Jim Gill ð Thursday 
Keynote:  ñSongs to Read!  Books to Sing!ò 

 You read that correctly!  Childrenôs author and musician Jim Gill will offer both songs to read and books to 

sing in this energizing session.  In his humorous and straightforward style, Jim reveals the wonderful connections 

between music, play, and literacy. Youôll enjoy the opportunity to take part in reading songs and singing books 

that you can bring back to your program and integrate into your work with children! 

 Jim Gill is an award-winning musician and author.  In fact, the American Library Association named his last 

CD, Jim Gill Sings Moving Rhymes for Modern Times, a 2007 Notable Children's Recording, the association's 

highest honor for music.  He has produced five CDs and two picture books, A Soup Opera and May There      

Always Be Sunshine.  The music and books are used in classrooms and library storytimes throughout the country.  Most  importantly, 

Jim is a child development specialist with a graduate degree from the Erikson Institute of Chicago.  He spent 20 years directing music 

play programs for children with special needs in the Chicago area.   
 

For more information, please visit his website at http://www.jimgill.com  

Dr. Becky Bailey ð Friday 
Keynote:  ñIt Starts in the Heart:  Creating a School Familyò 

 The most important part of any school or classroom is willingness.  Teaching, learning, and life itself becomes 

one giant power struggle without willingness.  Learn the four critical ingredients needed to create willingness within 

your staff, your children, and yourself.  Shift from resistance to willingness, and learn ways to create or enhance 

your School Family so that caring, contribution, and conflict resolution flourish. 

 Becky A. Bailey, Ph.D., is an award-winning author, renowned teacher and internationally recognized expert in 

childhood education and developmental psychology.  Her workshops touch thousands of lives each year, and her top 

selling book titles have over 100,000 copies in circulation.  Dr. Bailey is the founder of Loving Guidance, Inc., a 

company dedicated to creating positive environments for children, families, schools, and businesses.  She is also the developer of the 

Conscious Discipline® program. 

 Dr. Bailey has authored seven books related to guidance and discipline. Her core publication for parents, Easy to Love, Difficult to 

Discipline, has received national acclaim and is published in seven languages.  Easy to Love, Difficult to Discipline applies the     

Conscious Discipline® message to the family unit, offering the support and internal changes adults need to effectively parent their 

children. 

For more information, please visit her website at http://www.beckybailey.com 

Mark Hoog ð Saturday 
Keynote:  ñConscious Leadershipò 

 Mark Hoog the author of the best selling Growing Field childrenôs leadership book series, a nationally acclaimed 

speaker, the Executive Director of the Childrenôs Leadership Institute and a Captain with United Airlines.  Mark was 

the youngest pilot hired at United Airlines and has spent much of his career delivering command and leadership   

training to pilots not only at United but from around the world.   

 Following the events of September 11, 2001, Mark changed focus and authored the Growing Field leadership book 

series for children.  With titles like Your Song, Dream Machine, and Field Of Dreams, Markôs message delivers to 

youth a powerful personal growth and leadership message.  Best described as ñTony Robbins meets Dr. Seussò, the 

Growing Field series is helping children around the globe realize that life is without limit.  Today the series has been 

endorsed by former President Bill Clinton, Secretary of Education Richard Riley, NPRôs Cokie Roberts and top motivational     

speakers. 

 As a national speaker Mark travels the country sharing his message of Conscious Leadership and inspires corporate, collegiate, 

and elementary audiences to recognize the full depth of human potential.  Markôs message of Conscious Leadership will make you 

laugh, make you cry and, most importantly, will make you think about the ripple that only you can make in the world around you. 
 

For more information, please visit his website at www.markhoog.com 
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Pre-Conference sessions are Thursday from 8:30 - 11:30 am.  
The cost is $50 for either session.  

Please indicate on the registration form if you plan to attend a pre -conference session.  

PRE-CONFERENCE OPTIONS 

Mark Hoog  
ñLeadership Trainingò 

The decision to unlock the treasure of human potential resides in each one of us.  In an America that is hungry for genuine          

leadership, each of us has the responsibility to create a bold new tomorrow by leading differently today.  To ensure that the 21st  

century becomes Americaôs century, we must make a conscious decision . . . we must make a leadership decision.   

Jim Gill  
ñMay There Always Be Music!  May There Always Be Books!ò 

 

 Jim Gillôs first picture book for young children, May There Always Be Sunshine, begins with these first four lines from a     

traditional Russian folk song.  Following the pattern, children helped to create the rest of the text for the award-winning book.  Since 

the bookôs publication, children from all over the country have sent Jim handmade books of their own based on the song.            

Book-making is, of course, just one way that early childhood professionals can use music as a meaningful context to promote early 

literacy. 

 In this lively workshop Jim Gill will share a number of his songs that make a connection to literacy.  He will focus on music as a 

context for active play and participation, the type of music for which Jim is known best.  He will discuss how a play-based program 

provides an inclusive environment for children with special needs and share thoughts based on his work with children of all ability 

levels.  In his humorous and straightforward manner, Jim will address the many benefits of play and, in particular, music play. 

FEATURED SPEAKERS  (Friday) 
Dr. Gera Jacobs & Kathy Crowley 

ñReaching Standards and Beyond: Nurturing Childrenôs Sense of Wonder and Joy in Learningò 
 

Learn new ideas to help children meet standards in preschool and kindergarten through engaging activities and 
projects.  Gain ideas for designing environments both indoors and outside that will promote learning through play 
and hands-on experiences.  Help children develop a real sense of wonder, curiosity, and appreciation for the   
natural world and their place in it.  Discover teaching ideas for all areas of the curriculum, including rich literacy 
activities, motivating math, science discoveries, and creative art experiences.  Handouts will provide ideas in all 
curriculum areas and ideas to share with families, including suggestions they can do to help their children meet 
standards and develop richer relationships with each other. 

 
Gera Jacobs  is a professor of early childhood education and a member of the NAEYC Governing Board.  She was chairperson of the 
South Dakota Early Learning Guidelines Panel, responsible for writing the preschool standards for South Dakota.  Kathy Crowley  is a 
kindergarten teacher and was director of an after-school program.  Kathy received the SDAEYC Service Award in 2006.  Gera and 
Kathy have both taught preschool through the elementary grades for many years.  They are the co-authors of Play, Projects, and  
Preschool Standards: Nurturing Childrenôs Sense of Wonder and Joy in Learning, winner of the 2008 Teachersô Choice Award and 
Reaching Standards and Beyond in Kindergarten, co-published with NAEYC. 

FEATURED SPEAKER  (Saturday) 
Dr. Gayle Bortnem 

ñHop on Board the Puppet Train!  Enhance the Journey of Learning for Young Childrenò 
 

Teachers of infants/toddlers, preschool, kindergarten, and even 1st and 2nd grade can utilize the use of puppets in  
learning.  Research in brain development in the early childhood years 0-8 supports involving these special friends in the 
classroom.  I will give you tips in using all types of puppets to teach math, science, language arts, and even develop 
positive social skills. 
 

Using the South Dakota Early Learning Guidelines, participants will be able to integrate a puppet into their lessons on Monday    
morning!! 
 
Dr. Gayle Bortnem is an Assistant Professor of education at Northern State University.  She was an early childhood director/preschool 
teacher for over 20 years.  She is also the mom of 3 children, grandmom of 2 boys, and friend of many puppets!  She is proud to be 
one of the ñoldestò members of SDAEYC. 
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Conference Daily Overview  
 

Schedule of Events  
 
 

Thursday, April 15, 2010  
 

 8:00-5:00 ................................ Registration 
 8:30-11:30 .............................. Pre-conference Jim Gill 
 8:30-11:30 .............................. Pre-conference Mark Hoog 
 11:30-12:30 ............................ Lunch Break 
 12:30-2:00 .............................. Keynote Address - Jim Gill 
 2:15-3:30 ................................ Workshop Session 1 
 3:00-5:30 ................................ Exhibits Open 
 3:45-5:00 ................................ Workshop Session 2 
 5:30-7:30 ................................ Conference ñKick Offò & Reception 
 (at the Redlin Art Center) 
 
 
 

Friday, April 16, 2010  
 
 7:00-8:00 ................................ SDAEYC Affiliate Leadership Breakfast 
 7:00-5:00 ................................ Registration 
 7:30-5:30 ................................ Exhibits Open 
 8:00-9:45 ................................ Keynote Address - Dr. Becky Bailey 
 10:00-11:15 ............................ Workshop Session 3 
 11:30-12:45 ............................ SDHSA Luncheon 
 1:00-2:15 ................................ Workshop Session 4 
 2:30-3:45 ................................ Workshop Session 5 
 4:00-5:15 ................................ Workshop Session 6 
 5:30-9:30 ................................ SDAEYC Board Meeting 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 17, 2010  
 
 7:00-1:00 ................................ Registration 
 7:15-8:15 ................................ SDACCD Leadership Breakfast 
 7:30-3:00 ................................ Exhibits Open 
 8:30-10:00 .............................. Keynote Address - Mark Hoog 
 10:15-11:30 ............................ Workshop Session 7 
 11:45-1:00 .............................. SDAEYC Luncheon 
 1:15-2:30 ................................ Workshop Session 8 
 2:45-4:00 ................................ Workshop Session 9 
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For more information relating to pre-conference, keynote, and workshop sessions please visit our websites at 

www.sdaeyc.org  or www.sdheadstart.org 

Please fill in the back of this sheet with fees and luncheon choices.  
One registration form per attendee.  

Participant Information  

Name: Organization: 

Mailing Address: 

Work Telephone: Home Telephone: E-mail: 

What is your age? 18-24 25-30 31-36 37-45 46+   

What is your ethnic background? Asian Caucasian Native American 
 

 African American Hispanic Other, please specify:   

Membership Status  (Please check all that apply.) 
 

 AEYC Member Membership ID # _______________ Affiliate/Chapter Name:  _______________________ 
 

 Head Start Program Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 Early Head Start Program Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 

 Full-Time Student Student ID #  __________________ College/University Name:  _____________________ 
 

 Non-member 
 

 Presenter  (1 person per registration form) 

What age group do you work with?  (Please check all that apply.) 
 

 Infants Toddlers Preschool Primary Adults Other 

What type of setting do you work in?  (Please check all that apply.) 
 

 Administration Family Child Care Nutrition Services 
 

 Child Care Center Head Start Preschool 
 

 Elementary School Higher Education Other, please specify: 

Please check the appropriate statement if you are interested in obtaining CEU or college credit. 
 

 I am interested in obtaining 1.0 undergraduate credit from the University of South Dakota (15 hours). 
 

 I am interested in obtaining 1.0 graduate credit from the University of South Dakota (15 hours). 

2010 SDAEYC/SDHSA 
Conference Registration Form 

ThursdayñSaturday 
April 15-17, 2010 

 
Watertown Event Center 

1901 9th Avenue SW 
Watertown SD 
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Early bird registration fees will be accepted through February 26, 2010.  Any registration forms turned 

in after this date will be charged regular fees listed below.  Request for refunds will not be honored after 

March 18, 2010.  A $20 processing fee will be deducted from all refunds.  No refunds will be given for 

meals.  Returned checks will be assessed a $30 fee. Registration forms must be postmarked by March 

18, 2010.  After this date, on-site registration will apply.   

Pre-Conference Registration:  Thurs April 15  

Jim Gill 8:30-11:30 am  $50  

Mark Hoog  8:30-11:30 am $50  

Full  

Conference  

Before  

Feb 26 

After  

Feb 26 

On-

Site 

 

Member $80 $95 $115  

Non-member $100 $115 $135  

Student $50 $50 $80  

Luncheons 

SDHSA Recognition Luncheon 

Friday, April 16 11:30 am - 12:45 pm 

$15  

SDAEYC Business Meeting Luncheon 

Saturday, April 17 11:45 am - 1:00 pm 

$15  

Indicate food allergies or vegetarian needs:  

Presenter  (Free registration limited to 1  

presenter per session) 
Free  

T-shirt orders must be placed by February 26 

(early bird registration deadline).  A minimal 

number of shirts will be available for purchase at 

the conference.  Shirts will be red with the       

conference logo in black on the left chest area. 

Long Sleeve Cotton  T-shirt:  Red 

Small $15  

Medium $15  

Large $15  

X Large $15  

XX Large $17  
 

Short Sleeve Cotton T-shirt:  Red 

Small $10  

Medium $10  

Large $10  

X Large $10  

XX Large $12  

Total Pre-Conference Fee:  

Total Conference Fee:  

Total Luncheon Fee:  

T-shirt Fee:  
 

TOTAL DUE:   

Choose One Day Only 

     Thurs        Fri        Sat  

By 

March 18 

On-

Site 

 

Member $45 $65  

Non-member $65 $85  

Student $25 $45  
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If you are under the Americans with Disabilities Act and 

you require auxiliary aids or services, please attach a  

description of your needs with this form and return it no 

later than March 18, 2010. 

For information about becoming 

an NAEYC/SDAEYC member, 

please log on to www.naeyc.org or 

email sdaeyc@gmail.com 

Please make checks payable to: 

SDAEYC/SDHSA 
 

Mail registration form and payment to: 

2010 SDAEYC/SDHSA Conference 

PO Box 1031 

Pierre SD 57501 

Please check here 

if you need a receipt. 



 

 

Conference Site  
Watertown Event Center & Ramkota Hotel 

1901  9th Ave SW 
Watertown SD 57201 

(605) 886-6127 

www.watertowneventcenter.com  

DIRECTIONS 
From Interstate 29 - take Exit 177 and go west on US-212 for approximately 4 miles.  

The Watertown Event Center & Ramkota Hotel is on the north side of the road.  

Hotel Options  
 

Reservations can be made at the following hotels.  When making reservations, 
please indicate you are with the SDAEYC/SDHSA Conference, so you will 

receive the rates indicated below. 

HOTEL NAME ADDRESS RATE(S) RESERVATION INFO 

Best Western Ramkota 
Hotel & Convention 

Center 
1901 9th Ave SW 

Single, Double, King 
$79 / night 

Suites $125 / night 
(605) 886-8011 

Country Inn & Suites 3400 8th Ave SE 
Single & Double Rooms 

$80.99 / night 
(605) 886-8900 

Quality Inn 800 35th Circle SE 
Single Room $68 / night 

Double Room 
$76 / night 

(605) 886-3010 

Super 8 503 14th Ave SE 
Double Rooms 
$50.29 / night 

(605) 882-1900 
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College CreditñConference attendees can register on Thursday at the conference for one        
academic credit through the University of  South Dakota.  The cost of  the credit is $45.  Those   
wishing to earn Undergraduate credit must attend 15 hours of  training.  For Graduate credit,     
attending 15 hours of  training and submitting a written assignment is required. 

Cancellation/Refund Policy  
 

Refunds on pre -registration fees will be 
made upon receipt of a written request  
postmarked by March 18, 2010, mailed to the 
2010 SDAEYC/SDHSA Conference.  No     
refunds will be made after this date.  A $20         
processing fee will be deducted for all      
refunds.   
 

NO REFUNDS ON MEALS OR T-SHIRTS 

If you have questions about this conference, 
please contact: 

 

Buddy Seiner 
sdhsa@sdheadstart.org 

(605) 224-4161 
 

or 
 

Kathy Schwartz 
sdaeyc@gmail.com 

Please share this program with a colleague or friend!  

2010 SDAEYC/SDHSA Conference 
PO Box 1031 
Pierre SD 57501 

 


